
 

 

City of Galesburg 
Planning Commission Meeting 

December 19, 2022 
 

Vice Chair DeeAnn Whisler called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 

Present: Whisler, Marble, Newman 

Excused: Homan 

Marble moved/Newman seconded to approve November 21, 2022 meeting minutes. Motion carried on 

a voice vote. 

Old business 

Discussion continued regarding accessory buildings and fences.  Marble had shared answers from 

SAFEbuilt Building Official Fritz Pins and Zoning Administrator Alton Neal related to questions raised at 

last month’s meeting. 

SAFEbuilt staff had recommended that attached garages could be permitted in all residential zoning 

districts. Recommended lot coverage for an attached garage would be determined by the amount of 

allowable square footage of the main structure. An attached garage is not considered an accessory 

building.  

Discussion centered around detached accessory buildings. Currently there is no limit to the number of 

accessory buildings (over 200 sq ft, with a prepared foundation or other surface, and requires a building 

permit) or sheds (not permanently attached, up to 200 sq ft and 15’ in height, and do not require a 

building permit) allowed. Commission discussed limiting the number of accessory buildings allowed, but 

there was consensus that setbacks and other requirements would adequately limit the number.  

A shed may not be closer than 10’ from any lot line or any other structure; planning commission wishes 

to reduce the lot line setback to 5’.  Marble supported using a table similar to that in the Paw Paw 

sample ordinance.  

Whisler asked whether an accessory building could be put on a double lot, and Marble noted that the 

lots would have to be combined if there was only one main structure. An accessory structure would not 

be allowed if there is no principal structure on the lot.  

Soft-sided sheds are currently not allowed, and storage containers shall not be used. Marble noted that 

the sample ordinances from other communities did not seem to mention materials.  

Garage apartments are not allowed in accessory buildings but are allowed above attached garages. 

Marble asked thoughts on permitting fabric buildings.  

Whisler called attention to Pins’ question about limiting the number of sheds or accessory buildings on a 

lot. There was consensus around limiting the number of sheds to three, not to exceed the square 

footage allowed in the chart that Newman presented.  

An ordinance will be drafted to reflect the above recommendations. 



 

 

Hoop-style structures are still under consideration and will be discussed with SAFEbuilt at the January 

16, 2023 meeting. 

Commission decided to table the discussion of fences to a later meeting. 

Next meeting was set for January 16, 2023at 6:00 pm . 

There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm. 

 


